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PREDHOVOR K SPECIALNEMU CISLU

Miroslava Knapkova

Rok 2022 predstavoval pre eurdpske vysokeé Skolstvo zasadny medznik. Agresia Ruskej
federacie voc¢i Ukrajine vyvolala bezprecedentny pohyb obyvatel'stva, ktorého sticastou boli
aj desattisice ukrajinskych Studentov nutenych prerusit’ svoj Studijny ¢i profesijny zivot.
Eurdpske univerzity sa okamZite ocitli v situacii, ktora presiahla rédmec beZnej
internacionalizécie a vyZadovala komplexné rieSenia v oblasti inklGzie, podpory a adaptacie
Studentov-utecencov. Prave v tejto suvislosti vznikol projekt EIUS: European Inclusion of
Ukrainian Students, ktorého hlavnym cielom je vytvorit vedecky podlozené poznatky o
podmienkach adaptacie, potrebach Studentov a efektivite systéemovych opatreni v réznych
eurdpskych krajinach.

Specilne &islo Easopisu Mladé veda, ktoré mate pred sebou, je jednym z vysledkom
tohto projektu. Predstavuje uceleny subor teoretickych, analytickych a empirickych
prispevkov, v ktorych sa prelinaju prévne, sociologické, ekonomické, pedagogické a
interkultdrne perspektivy.

Cielom tohto Specidlneho cisla je poskytnit’ viacvrstvovy pohlad na inkluziu
ukrajinskych Studentov, ktory presahuje ramec okamZzitej humanitarnej reakcie a ponuka
hibSie porozumenie dlhodobym procesom — od jazykovej a socidlnej adaptacie aZz po
legislativne aspekty, ekonomické dopady a subjektivne skusenosti Studentov v rozlicnych
eurdpskych kontextoch.

Tematicky moZno texty zaradit’ do niekol’kych hlavnych oblasti:

- Makrotrovenn europskej a néarodnej reakcie na prichod ukrajinskych Studentov —
pravne, inStitucionalne, politické a spoloCenské ramce; kritické hodnotenie postupov
jednotlivych krajin.

- Mikrotroven univerzitnych opatreni a kazdodennych integraénych procesov -
skdsenosti Studentov, zamestnancov a podpornych timov; opatrenia fakdlt a univerzit.

- Socialno-psychologicke a kultirne dimenzie integracie — jazykoveé motivacie, pocit
prijatia, adaptacné stratégie, socialna izolécia a interkultirna komunikacia.

- Ekonomické a pracovnopravne suvislosti — dopady vojny na trh prace, pristup
Studentov a uteCencov k zamestnaniu, pracovnopravne obmedzenia a bariéry.

- Inovativne pristupy k podpore inkluzie — storytelling, hodnotovo orientované pristupy,
pravo na vzdelanie, prevencia izolacie a posiliiovanie komunitnej kohézie.

Spolu tieto ¢lanky vytvaraji konzistentny vedecky celok, ktory priblizuje r6zne dimenzie
prichodu ukrajinskych Studentov do Europy. Od analytickych a pravnych Stadii az po
empirické vyskumy a pripadové Studie prinaSaju autori komplexné poznatky o vyzvach,
potrebach aj moznostiach, ktoré tento historicky moment prinaSa europskemu vysokému
Skolstvu.

Zaroven jednotlivé prispevky poukazuju na to, ze uspeSnd inklizia nie je len
technickym procesom, ale vyZaduje si hodnotovo orientovany pristup, reSpektovanie
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kulturnych Specifik, systematicki podporu duSevného zdravia a najmé citlivi, na ddkazoch
zaloZenu akademicku politiku.

V mene riesitel'ského timu projektu EIUS vyjadrujem pod’akovanie vSetkym autorom
a recenzentom za ich odborny prinos a mimoriadne usilie. Verim, Ze toto Specialne Cislo
prispeje k lepSiemu porozumeniu procesov, ktoré formuju europsky akademicky priestor v
obdobi vyznamnych spolo¢enskych zmien, a stane sa podnetom pre d’alsi vyskum aj praktické
opatrenia v oblasti inkluzivnej internacionalizacie.

Toto cislo casopisu Mlada veda je vystupom projektu Erasmus+ ,, European Inclusion of
Ukrainian Students “, ¢islo projektu 2023-1-SK01-KA220-HED-000157553. (Funded by the
European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and
do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or Slovak Academic Association for
International Cooperation (SAAIC). Neither the European Union nor the granting authority

can be held responsible for them”).

Co-funded by
the European Union
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POLISH SOCIETY AND ACADEMIA IN
RESPONSE TO UKRAINIAN STUDENTS
DURING THE WAR - SCALE OF
SUPPORT, INCLUSION MECHANISMS,
AND INTEGRATION CHALLENGES

REAKCIA POLSKEJ SPOLOCNOSTI A AKADEMICKEJ OBCE NA UKRAJINSKYCH
STUDENTOV POCAS VOINY - ROZSAH PODPORY, MECHANIZMY INKLUZIE
A INTEGRACNE VYZVY

Marlena Piekut?

Marlena Piekut pbsobi ako docentka na VarSavskej technickej univerzite. Vo svojom
vyskume sa zameriava na ekonomické a socidlne dimenzie sucasnych ekonomik, s osobitnym
dérazom na fungovanie domacnosti, spotrebitel’ské spravanie a trendy na trhoch spotrebnych
tovarov a sluzieb.

Marlena Piekut is an academic researcher from Warsaw University of Technology. Her
research focuses on the economic and social dimensions of contemporary economies, with
particular emphasis on household functioning, consumption behaviour, and trends in
consumer goods and services markets.

Abstract

This article examines the scope and forms of support provided to Ukrainian students in
Poland during the period 2022-2025, in the context of the broader societal and institutional
response to the refugee crisis. Drawing on microdata from the Household Budget Survey and
institutional data from the Warsaw University of Technology (WUT), the study employs
quantitative and comparative methods to analyze both household-level engagement and
academic inclusion mechanisms. Results indicate that a substantial proportion of Polish
households provided assistance in the first year of the crisis, but this share declined in the
following year, reflecting a shift from spontaneous humanitarian relief to more selective and
long-term support. Universities, meanwhile, developed systemic solutions, including tuition
waivers, scholarships, language courses, psychological support, and international cooperation.
The case study of WUT demonstrates that institutional responses evolved from emergency aid
to structured integration policies, supported by both grassroots and international initiatives.

! Workplace address: dr hab. inz. Marlena Piekut prof. Uczelni, College of Economics and Social Sciences,
Warsaw University of Technology, ul. Lukasiewicza 17, 09-400 Plock, Poland
E-mail: marlena.piekut@pw.edu.pl
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The findings highlight Poland’s distinctive model of combining social solidarity with
academic inclusion, while also revealing challenges related to sustainability, resource
constraints, donor fatigue, and long-term integration. This analysis contributes to the literature
on migration, higher education, and European integration by documenting how a
humanitarian crisis reshaped academic practices and fostered new forms of transnational
cooperation.

Key words: Ukrainian students, Poland, refugee crisis, academic inclusion, higher education,
social solidarity, integration mechanisms

Abstrakt

Tento ¢lanok analyzuje rozsah a formy podpory poskytovanej ukrajinskym Studentom v
Pol'sku v rokoch 2022 — 2025 v kontexte SirSej spoloCenskej a inStituciondlnej reakcie na
uteCeneckt  krizu. Na zadklade mikrotdajov z prieskumu rozpoétov domacnosti a
inStitucionalnych udajov z VarSavskej technickej univerzity (WUT) vyskum vyuZiva
kvantitativne a komparativne metody na analyzu zapojenia domacnosti a mechanizmov
akademickej inkluzie. Vysledky ukazuju, ze vyznamna cast’ pol'skych domacnosti poskytla
pomoc v prvom roku krizy, avSak v nasledujucom roku podiel podporujucich domécnosti
klesol, ¢o odraza posun od spontannej humanitdrnej reakcie k selektivnejSim a dlhodobejsim
formadm podpory. Univerzity medzitym rozvijali systémové opatrenia vratane odpustenia
Skolného, Stipendii, jazykovych kurzov, psychologickej podpory a medzinarodnej spolupréce.
Pripadova Stadia WUT potvrdzuje, Ze institucionalne reakcie sa postupne transformovali z
krizovej] pomoci na Struktirované integratné politiky podporené iniciativami zdola aj
medzindrodnymi aktivitami. Zistenia poukazuju na osobity pol'sky model prepéjania socialnej
solidarity s akademickou inklaziou, zaroven vSak odhal'uju vyzvy tykajuce sa udrzatelnosti,
obmedzenych zdrojov, Unavy darcov a dlhodobej integracie. Analyza prispieva k odbornej
literatGre o migracii, vysokoSkolskom vzdelavani a eurdpskej integracii tym, Zze dokumentuje,
ako humanitarna kriza transformovala akademick( prax a podnietila nové formy nadnarodnej
spoluprace.

Klucové slova: ukrajinski Studenti, Pol'sko, uteCeneckd kriza, akademicka inkluzia,
vysokoskolské vzdelavanie, socialna solidarita, integracné mechanizmy

Introduction
In 2022, Poland — as a border state — became the main destination of war-related migration,
hosting millions of Ukrainian citizens, including a significant number of students and
scholars. The scale and dynamics of this phenomenon made the response of Polish society,
state institutions, and the academic community the subject of intensive scientific inquiry.
Previous research demonstrates that support was multidimensional — encompassing
both spontaneous actions by households and volunteers, as well as institutionalized legal
reforms and government programs. Universities and higher education institutions played a
particularly important role, providing not only immediate assistance (accommodation,
psychological support, tuition waivers), but also developing lasting mechanisms of academic
inclusion, such as scholarships, language courses, integration programs, and cross-border
cooperation.

17 http://www.mladaveda.sk
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The literature highlights the complexity of motivations for providing aid — ranging from social
solidarity and ethical obligations to concerns about security and cultural proximity. At the
same time, empirical studies document an evolution of attitudes: from an initial wave of
spontaneous, emotional support in the first months of the war, to more selective and long-term
forms of engagement. The challenges included, among others, language barriers, financial
constraints, donor fatigue, and issues of equal access to services and education.

Despite these difficulties, the Polish academic community developed a unique model
of responding to the migration crisis, combining both institutional and grassroots dimensions.
The inclusion of Ukrainian students became not only a response to the humanitarian
emergency but also an investment in long-term academic cooperation and European
integration.

The aim of this article is to analyze the scope and forms of support provided to
Ukrainian students in Poland between 2022 and 2025. Particular attention is given to the role
of households, the socio-economic determinants of aid, and the institutional mechanisms
implemented within higher education. The case study of the Warsaw University of
Technology further illustrates the practical dimensions of support activities and adaptation
processes.

Literature Review

Scientific studies document Poland’s comprehensive assistance to Ukraine during the war,
encompassing academic support provided by universities, individual and volunteer
engagement, as well as governmental legal reforms across multiple sectors (Fabi$ et al.,
2024).

Research indicates that universities offered substantial academic support to Ukrainian
students and scholars (Fomina & Pachocka, 2024), including tuition waivers, scholarships,
accommodation, and integration programs. By 2024, Ukrainians accounted for as much as
47% of all international students in Poland. Support mechanisms evolved from emergency
responses toward long-term academic solidarity, encompassing both formal and informal
arrangements, digital infrastructure, and cross-border cooperation. Challenges included
language barriers, legal constraints, and inequalities in access (Nazar, 2025).

Assistance was provided both by individual households and organized volunteer
groups (Piekut, 2024; Fabi$ et al., 2024). For instance, more than half of Poles provided
financial, material, or housing support during the first weeks of the conflict, while
volunteers—often motivated by ethical concerns, social solidarity, and security
considerations—played a crucial role in grassroots initiatives (Kossowska et al., 2023).
Governmental actions included legal reforms and coordinated aid packages that facilitated
access to healthcare, education, employment, and social services for Ukrainian refugees, with
public opinion largely supportive of these measures (Kubiciel-Lodzinska & Kownacka,
2023). Research findings suggest that Poland’s assistance was swift, diverse, and sustained,
spanning academic, civic, governmental, and social domains (Fabis et al., 2024).

Kalinowska et al. (2023) emphasized that motivations for volunteering were highly
diverse—ethical, social, patriotic, emotional, therapeutic, identity-driven, and material.
Helpers included both new and experienced volunteers, the urban middle class, and local

18 http://www.mladaveda.sk
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elites. The initial response was characterized by spontaneous grassroots initiatives and
informal volunteering, later supplemented by formal civil society organizations (Fomina &
Pachocka, 2024).

Volunteers (predominantly young women and students) provided shelter, food, and
legal assistance. Their motivations varied (altruistic, caregiving, religious, empowerment-
oriented), while psychological stress was significant, especially among Ukrainian volunteers
(Hapon et al., 2024). Volunteers at reception points experienced strong emotions, satisfaction,
and mutual support, but also faced emotional challenges, such as listening to refugees’ stories
and coping with stress (Sternak & Przewtoka, 2024).

Maciejewska-Mieszkowska (2022) found that 68% of Polish households provided
some form of support, which was spontaneous, comprehensive, and widespread, though
regional differences in intensity were observed. Similarly, Piekut (2024) reported that more
than 40% of Polish households provided aid to Ukrainians, based on household budget survey
data.

With regard to governmental policy and legal frameworks shaping the conditions of
Ukrainian refugees in Poland, Kubiciel-Lodzinska and Kownacka (2023) highlight that the
government facilitated residence and employment opportunities, while positive rhetoric and
legislative reforms supported integration. Legal changes and social insurance packages
allowed refugees to remain in the country and access services, while financial incentives were
offered for hosting refugees (Kalinowska et al., 2023). Public perceptions of governmental
and institutional support were generally favorable (Staniszewski, 2023). The government
launched the “Help for Ukraine” initiative, coordinated inter-ministerial efforts, and the
highest-ranking officials adopted supportive positions (Maciejewska-Mieszkowska, 2022).

Studies on Ukrainian refugees in Poland also examined social attitudes and
motivations for assistance. Fabi§ et al. (2023) noted that motivations included emotional
involvement, selflessness, disapproval of aggression, and admiration for Ukrainian resilience,
while solidarity helped to mitigate historical conflicts. Kossowska et al. (2023) identified
psychological factors such as perceived proximity, fears of Russian invasion, and social
norms, with shared fate and community feeling being key. Kubiciel-Lodzinska and Kownacka
(2023) listed historical precedents, social solidarity, political support, cultural affinity,
personal ties, and economic stability as key drivers, while also highlighting concerns about
social inequalities.

Kalinowska et al. (2023) distinguished seven types of motivations: ethical, social,
patriotic, emotional, therapeutic, identity-driven, and material, underlining the importance of
security concerns and geopolitical context. Fomina and Pachocka (2024) observed that
grassroots spontaneous responses were rooted in social solidarity, humanitarian, and ethical-
moral motives. Hapon et al. (2024) emphasized altruism, caregiving and religious
motivations, a sense of agency, and ethical leadership, while also noting that psychological
well-being influenced engagement. Support was further shaped by security concerns, cultural
proximity, positive media and government messaging, and humanitarian considerations
(Maciejewska-Mieszkowska, 2022). Important motivating factors also included cultural
similarity, personal satisfaction, and social bonds among volunteers (Sternak & Przewtloka,
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2024). Nazar (2025) stressed the role of social solidarity, political and geopolitical
motivations, humanitarian concern, and strategic academic partnerships.

In summary, the literature indicates that Poland’s support for Ukraine during the war
was rapid, extensive, and multidimensional, engaging individuals, civil society, government,
and academic institutions. Motivations for providing assistance were complex and context-
dependent, with solidarity, ethical obligations, and security concerns most frequently
highlighted. The initial response was extremely positive and spontaneous, with both
grassroots and organized actions evident. Some studies observed a gradual shift from informal
to formal support and a slight decline in engagement over time. Academic support for
Ukrainian students and scholars became a significant and institutionalized component of
Poland’s response, with evidence pointing to both the breadth of assistance and the challenges
it faces. Emerging issues include sustainability, resource limitations, psychological stress
among volunteers, and fluctuations in public opinion.

Data Sources and Research Methods
The data presented in this study are derived from two main sources. First, microdata from the
Household Budget Survey conducted by the Statistics Poland (Gtéwny Urzad Statystyczny)
for the years 2022-2023, covering more than 28,000 Polish households. Second, quantitative
data obtained from the Centre for International Cooperation at the Warsaw University of
Technology, concerning Ukrainian students recruited and enrolled in the years 2020-2025.
The student data are used as a case study to illustrate the processes of educational inclusion in
the Polish higher education system.

The research methods applied include comparative analysis and statistical techniques.
All calculations were performed using Excel and Statistica software.

The study is quantitative in nature, and its limitation lies in the absence of an in-depth
qualitative perspective (e.g., interviews with students), which represents a potential direction
for further research.

Results

Households providing assistance to Ukrainians

Data from the Household Budget Survey (HBS) show that in 2022, 42.4% of Polish
households engaged in providing assistance to Ukraine, while in 2023 this share decreased to
15.4%. This decline may be explained by the shift from the initial wave of spontaneous,
emergency-driven solidarity in the early phase of the war toward a more selective and long-
term engagement. Over time, households faced “donor fatigue,” financial constraints caused
by inflation and economic uncertainty, and a greater reliance on institutional rather than
individual forms of support.

The forms of aid also varied. In both years, more than 70% of households that
declared engagement provided in-kind donations, such as food, clothing, and hygiene
products. Financial donations were also significant, with around 60% of households
contributing in both 2022 and 2023.

It is worth noting that, compared to 2022, there was a marked increase in 2023 in
support provided directly to refugees already residing in Poland. Such assistance included
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help in finding employment, handling everyday administrative procedures, providing
childcare, or offering language lessons. The share of households involved in this type of
support rose from 5.6% in 2022 to 9.8% in 2023, indicating a gradual transition from
immediate humanitarian relief toward longer-term integration efforts.

The intensity of aid provision was strongly influenced by socio-economic
characteristics (Piekut 2024). The most active were households of non-manual workers and
the self-employed. Households represented by individuals with higher education, better
financial standing, and those located in large urban areas were also more likely to provide
support. Conversely, lower participation was observed among retirees, disability pensioners,
and households depending on non-wage income sources.

Inclusion of Ukrainian Students in Polish Higher Education Institutions

The report of the National Information Processing Centre — National Research Institute (OPI
PIB) indicates that Ukrainian students have long constituted the largest group of foreign
students at Polish universities (OPI PIB, 2023). Already in 2019, the number of Ukrainian
students exceeded 39,000, accounting for half of all international students in Poland. After a
period of decline, the escalation of the conflict in Ukraine in February 2022 marked a turning
point, leading to an increase in the number of Ukrainian students to over 48,000, which
represented 47% of all foreign students. In the 2023/2024 academic year, Ukrainians
accounted for nearly 45% of all international students. Data from the Polish Institute of
International Affairs (PISM) confirm this trend (PISM, 2024).

The structure of education shows the dominance of first-cycle studies, in which 75%
of Ukrainian students were enrolled in the 2022/2023 academic year. Second-cycle studies
accounted for 20%, while long-cycle master’s programs accounted for 5% (OPI1 PIB, 2023).
At the second-cycle level, Ukraine also ranked first among foreign nationalities (31%). A
strong concentration in non-public institutions was also observed, particularly in part-time
programs. Geographically, the largest numbers of Ukrainian students chose major academic
centers, including Warsaw (Mazowieckie voivodeship — 11.5 thousand students, 24% of all
foreigners) and Krakéw (Matopolskie voivodeship), as well as Wroctaw, Lublin, Poznan, and
Lodz (OPI PIB, 2023).

The process of inclusion extended beyond educational offerings. On 24 February
2022, the Ministry of Education and Science called upon university rectors to take measures
supporting Ukrainian students (MEIN, 2022). In response, numerous assistance programs
were introduced, including scholarships from the National Agency for Academic Exchange
(NAWA), Polish language courses, integration activities, and psychological support (NAWA,
2022).

Grassroots initiatives by academic communities — staff, doctoral candidates, and
students — also played an important role. They organized collections, provided material
support, and assisted their Ukrainian peers in adapting to academic life. As highlighted by
PISM (2024), these actions were not only a response to a humanitarian crisis but also an
investment in long-term academic cooperation and Ukraine’s integration with the European
Union.

21 http://www.mladaveda.sk
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The Polish academic community demonstrated flexibility and solidarity, creating a model of
support that combines both institutional and grassroots dimensions. Comprehensive measures
— ranging from financial assistance, psychological and linguistic support, to international
cooperation — demonstrate that the inclusion of Ukrainian students in Polish higher education
has both systemic and social dimensions. Its outcomes may form a lasting foundation for
future Polish-Ukrainian collaboration in science and education.

Case Study - Warsaw University of Technology

The Warsaw University of Technology (WUT), as one of the largest and most prestigious
technical universities in Central and Eastern Europe, played an important role in the process
of including Ukrainian students during the war. An analysis of data from 2020-2025 makes it
possible to capture both the dynamics of the influx of Ukrainian students and the directions of
institutional measures undertaken by the university. In the period from 2020 to 2025, as of
October 1 of each academic year, the number of students from Ukraine at the Warsaw
University of Technology ranged from approximately 300 in 2021 to nearly 460 in 2025
(Figure 1).

500

450

400
350
300
25
200
15
100
5

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

o

o

[=]
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Figure 1 — Number of Students from Ukraine at Warsaw University of Technology in Poland in 2020-2025
Source: data obtained from WUT

The relatively low level of recruitment in 2021 can be linked to several factors. First, a
significant influence was exerted by the COVID-19 pandemic, the consequences of which in
the 2020/2021 academic year included restrictions on international mobility, difficulties in
crossing borders, and the partial suspension of on-site classes. These circumstances may have
discouraged potential candidates from pursuing studies abroad or prompted them to choose
universities closer to their place of residence. Second, economic factors may also have played
a role, including the deterioration of the financial situation of many Ukrainian families as a
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result of the economic crisis associated with the pandemic. Organizational and procedural
issues should also be considered, such as extended visa procedures or limited availability of
documents required in the recruitment process. By contrast, the subsequent increase in the
number of Ukrainian students was the result of a combination of geopolitical factors (the
war), institutional measures (actions taken by universities and the state), and social aspects
(grassroots assistance and integrative support). This phenomenon is structural in nature and,
in the long-term perspective, may significantly influence the landscape of academic mobility
in the Central and Eastern European region.

Among Ukrainian students at WUT, men predominated, with their share ranging from
about 70% in 2020 to 64% in 2024 (Figure 2), reflecting the recruitment profile of technical
disciplines.

80,00%

70,00%

60,00%
50,00%
40,00%
30,00%
20,00%
10,00%

0,00%

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Eman Ewoman

Figure 2 — Share of of Female and Male Students at WUT, 2020-2025
Source: data obtained from WUT

A significant proportion of students chose to study in Polish — between 71% and 83%
depending on the year (Figure 3). A chi-square test of independence confirmed that the
distribution of English versus Polish as the language of instruction differed significantly
across the six years, ¥*(5, N = 1976) = 14.92, p = 0.011. The standardized residuals indicated
that the largest deviation from expected values occurred in 2022, reflecting a temporary surge
in English-medium enrolment. These findings suggest that, although Polish remains the
dominant language of study at WUT, the demand for English-language instruction among
Ukrainian students fluctuated significantly in response to external events. The temporary
increase in 2022 may indicate both the attractiveness of English as a more accessible medium
in a crisis context and institutional efforts to facilitate academic inclusion through
internationalized programs.
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Figure 3 — Share of Students by Language of Instruction at WUT, 2020-2025
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Structurally, first-cycle studies dominated (rising from 62% in 2020 to more than 80% in
2025) (Figure 4), while the share of second-cycle students systematically declined, possibly
reflecting changing educational preferences or barriers to continuing studies at higher levels.
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Figure 4 — Share of Students by Level of Study at WUT, 2020-2025
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Descriptive statistics indicate that the majority of Ukrainian students at the Warsaw
University of Technology between 2020 and 2025 originated from Kyiv, Lviv, and Kharkiv.
Other major regions included Donetsk, Dnipropetrovsk, and Zaporizhzhia. Together, these
regions accounted for more than half of all Ukrainian students enrolled. Smaller but notable
groups were observed from Chernihiv, Zhytomyr, Odesa, Ivano-Frankivsk, and Vinnytsia.
These findings suggest that recruitment is strongly concentrated in Ukraine’s largest academic
and cultural centers, with Kyiv consistently dominating the inflow of students.

Phases of Support Activities

The response of the Warsaw University of Technology (WUT) to the migration crisis was
multi-stage. In the first phase (February—March 2022), immediate assistance was organized:
student dormitories were made available, a crisis task force was established, psychological
support was launched, and financial and material collections were organized. The next phase
(spring-summer 2022) included systemic measures, such as tuition fee waivers, special
allowances, language courses, and support with academic formalities. From autumn 2022
onwards, activities acquired a strategic dimension: the university joined projects financed by
the National Agency for Academic Exchange (“Solidarity with Ukraine”), expanded
cooperation with Ukrainian universities within the ENHANCE consortium, and implemented
student-led initiatives, such as the “Gdzie” (“Where”) application designed to support refugee
integration. These were only some of the actions undertaken to foster the inclusion of
Ukrainian youth at WUT.

The case analysis of the Warsaw University of Technology demonstrates that the
institution successfully combined crisis response with the development of long-term
integration mechanisms. This model rested on three pillars: (1) social and psychological
support for students and their families, (2) academic facilitation (courses, scholarships, tuition
waivers), and (3) international cooperation strengthening institutional relations and strategic
partnerships.

From a research perspective, the WUT case illustrates that the integration of Ukrainian
students was a dynamic process, evolving from spontaneous humanitarian assistance into an
institutionalized educational policy. The university’s experience suggests that the refugee
crisis may serve as a stimulus for the modernization of academic practices, greater openness
of the higher education system, and the building of bridges for cooperation within the
European space.

Conclusion
The analyses carried out show that Poland’s response to the refugee crisis following February
24, 2022, was exceptionally broad, multidimensional, and evolving over time. Assistance
encompassed both grassroots actions of households and volunteers, as well as coordinated
government programs and academic initiatives. Data from the Household Budget Survey
indicate a significant initial level of social engagement, which gradually weakened, shifting
from spontaneous solidarity toward more selective and long-term forms of support.

A key element of Poland’s response was the inclusion of Ukrainian students in the
higher education system. Universities not only provided social and psychological assistance
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but also developed sustainable mechanisms of educational and institutional support. The case
study of the Warsaw University of Technology shows that combining an immediate crisis
response with the development of systemic integration measures created a model that may
serve as an example for other institutions in Europe.

In summary, Poland’s experience demonstrates that, despite many challenges, a
migration crisis can become a driving force for innovative social and academic practices that
strengthen solidarity and international cooperation. From a scholarly perspective, it is
essential to continue monitoring the sustainability of these measures, their impact on
integration processes, and the factors that foster the development of long-term Polish-
Ukrainian relations in the field of education and science.

This article was recommended for publication in the scientific journal Young Science:
doc. Mgr. Ing. Miroslava Knapkova, PhD.
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